ABSTRACT: The possible deterrent effect of extracts, infusions and decoctions of leaves of 11 plants on feeding activity of Deroceras leave (O. F. Müller) was studied in the laboratory. Leaves of the geranium Pelargonium × hortorum and Dieffenbachia seguine had the strongest deterrent effect.
INTRODUCTION
Slugs as pests may appear in masses which in greenhouses often leads to considerable damage to plants and consequently to decreasing their decorative and commercial value.
In recent years plant protection has favoured natural methods and means; increasing attention has been paid to plants and their derivatives as possible means of limiting the pest feeding (PISAREK 2003 , DANKOWSKA 2005 , DANKOWSKA & BENDOWSKA 2006 , DANKOWSKA & ROBAK 2006 .
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Extracts, infusions and decoctions of leaves of eleven plants were tested in the laboratory for their ability to limit feeding activity of Deroceras laeve (O. F. Müller, 1774). The experiment included four replicates; it was conducted in Petri dishes 12 cm in diameter, lined with three layers of damp filter paper. Fresh pulverised plant material (5 g) served to prepare decoction, infusion and extract using 100 ml of water. Fragments of 9 cm 2 area (3 × 3 cm) cut out of white cabbage leaves were submerged for 5 minutes in thus prepared liquids, and then offered to slugs. Control leaves were submerged in water. Each replicate used five slugs of equal size and age. The leaf fragments were weighed before offering them to the slugs and again after 7 days. The results were statistically analysed using Duncan test at a = 0.05; the percentage of consumed mass, palatability index (ratio of percent of consumed leaf mass in each experimental variant to the percent of mass consumed in control) and deterrence index, considering the relation between quantity of food eaten in experimental variants and that eaten in the control, were calculated.
The absolute deterrence index (KIE£CZOWSKI et al. 1979) was calculated according to the formula:
where: K -leaf mass eaten in control (g), T -leaf mass eaten in experimental variant .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The list of examined plants and the leaf mass consumed by D. laeve are presented in 
